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THE COOLIE SLAVE-TRADE. 


Ir is with the deepest chagrin and mortification—although, we must 
confess, with no surprise—that we' resume the use of this start- 
ling appellation. But the facts of the case demand it. No room 
is now left for doubt that the system of emigration from India has 
become a second time the horrible and infamous thing which it 
was at first. To the extracts from the Bengal papers which we 
gave in our last, we now add a further quotation from the Friend 
of India, presenting a more general view of the whole case, and we 
entreat all friends of humanity to ponder it deeply. 

Yet fresh is it in the recollection of all parties, that the atrocious 
frauds and oppressions practised under the former emigration sys- 
tem waked up the public in Calcutta to demand, and constrained 
the Indian government to concede, not its amendment, but its 
suppression. All the authorities on the spot allowed it to be in- 
curably vicious. In the face of such a decision, we never deemed 
it any thing but infatuation in British statesmen to insist upon the 
renewal of emigration, or to imagine that they could frame an ap- 
paratus by which its frightful mischiefs could be prevented. Either 
deceived or overpersuaded, Lord Stanley thought otherwise; and 
we remember well his reiterated assurances, personally given to 
a deputation of the Committee of the British and Forcign Anti- 
Slavery Society, that it both could and should be done. But what 
has been the result? ‘‘ There is little difference,” says the Friend 
of India, ‘‘ between the system now in operation, and that which 
was suppressed as incapable of cure. To all present appearance, 
the same scenes are enacted which roused public indignation, both 
here and at home. We have the same infamous crimps let 
loose on native society; the same nefarious exertions to in- 
veigle men from the interior of the country under false. pretences ; 
the same confinement of the Coolies in and about Calcutta; the 
same scenes of violence to secure their embarkation.” What will 
my Lord Stanley say to this ? 

One thing, indeed, there is for him to say, namely, that the plan 
he devised with so much care, and displayed so ostentatiously in 
his clever speeches in Parliament, has never been brought into 
operation. The new scheme was to be a Government measure, 
conducted by responsible agents, who could be reached by public 
justice if they misbehaved themselves. But has it beenso? ‘On 
the contrary,” says the same paper, ‘‘from the time when the 
restrictions on emigration were removed, the whole business of 
providing Coolies has become quite as much a matter of private 
speculation as it was formerly. It is Calcutta agents who engage 
to supply Mauritius | apa with a certain number of Coolies— 
for a consideration. It is duffadars, or crimps, who contract with 
the agents for Coolies at so much a head, and proceed through 
the country beating up for volunteers, whom’ they bring down to 
Calcutta, and lock up in receiving-houses till they can go through 
certain formalities at a public office, and be shipped on board.” 
It appears, then, that emigration was actually renewed, and has 
throughout been carried on, without the arrangements which were 
to prevent abuse having been effected! Who is responsible for 
this? Or are we to suppose that the despatches which issued—for 
we must suppose that despatches did issue—from the Colonial-office 
on this subject were, like the old West India acts for ameliorating 
— of the slaves, intended, not for India, but for Eng- 
an 

At all events, it is high time that the noble lord at the head of 
the Colonial department should awake from his dream, if he has 
been dreaming ; or that, if he has been practising an artifice 
(which we are unwilling to suspect), he should know that it is 
exposed, The British and the Indian public have a right to know 
from him whether this wicked system of combined force and fraud 
is what he really patronises, or — he - in earnest in bis 
professed anxiety to prevent it. The Friend of India expects 

and effective selene from the Indian pcos the PWe 
it may be so. But the Government at home ought not to 
be idle. _No measures can be more prompt, vigorous, or searching, 
than the occasion demands. 
(From the Friend of India.) 

Every week seems to turn up some fresh abuse in the system of Cooly 
emigration. Within the last five or six weeks, cases have been brought 
to light of Coolies inveigled under false pretences from the interior, of 
their illegal detention in Calcutta, and even of an attempt to force them 
on the public wharf to embark against their wills for the Mauritius. Last 
week the Hurkaru published a letter, which we now republish at length, 
signed by Mr. Miller, who was witness to the jumping overboard of two 


Coolies from a vessel lying off the Botanic Gardens, one of whom he | 


succeeded in ce | while the other was picked up by a boat from the 
ship and carried « Mr. Miller pain Bayt Blin the magistrate 
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and between thirty and forty immediately left the ship. Of those who 
remained behind, and resolved to continue their voyage, several, if not 
all, complained severely of the harsh treatment they had met with for 
twenty-five days on board the vessel. Many were diseased, some help- 
less, and even delirious, from fever. , 

It is not improbable that some of the representations made by the 
Coolies of the fraud and violence practised towards them are exaggerated, 
and that their reluctance to proceed to the Mauritius may arise from a 
desire to escape from those obligations which the acceptance of bounty- 
money has imposed on them. But it is impossible to attribute all the 
complaints which are now so common, to misrepresentation, or to arrive 
at any other conclusion than that they betoken the rapid growth of abuses 
in the system of emigration. The opposition which was so strenuously 
and so effectually made to the Cooly trade about five years ago, and 
which one of our contemporaries has erroneously attributed to a pseud@- 
philanthropy, was occasioned by the constant exhibition of these scenes 
before the public eye. Every attempt to prevent them, and to introduce 
a degree of honesty and fair dealing into the system, having signally failed, 
and the laws passed by Government having become a dead letter, the 
public voice called for the absolute prohibition of what was, in every 
sense of the word, a traffic in human beings. And the objections which 
were raised to the re-opening of the ports for emigration, were founded 
on. a dread lest the revival of the system should be accompanied by a re- 
newal of abuses. The experience of the last three months demonstrates 
that these apprehensions were by no means groundless. If the represen- 
tations which have been made are correct, there is little difference between 
the system now in operation and that which was suppressed as being 
incapable of cure. To all present appearance, the same scenes are re- 
enacted which roused public indignation both here and at home. We 
have the same infamous crimps let loose on native society; the same nefa- 
rious exertions to inveigle men from the interior of the country, under 
false pretences; the same confinement of the Coolies in and about Cal- 
cutta; the same scenes of violence to procure their embarkation. Such is 
the present aspect of things. It appears as if these abuses were altogether 
inseparable from the system of emigration. Indeed, when we were told 
that the crimps who had been sent through the country to beat up for 
Coolies, had been armed with the tremendous power of a perwannahk, or 
writ, forbidding all official men to interfere with the exercise of their 
vocation, we found no difficulty in giving credit to the report of those 
scenes of fraud and violence which have been so repeatedly exposed to 
view, and our only surprise is that they are not more frequent. 

We think these gross abuses arise chiefly from the great change which 
has been made in the system originally propounded by Lord Stanley, and 
on the faith of which all objections to emigration were withdrawn. The 
public was clearly given to understand, that the exportation of Coolies 
would be strictly a Government measure; that the authorities at the 
Mauritius would appoint an agent at the various ports in India, who 


should receive applications from all who were desirous of emigrating, and - 


provide them with the means of proceeding to the Mauritius, where they 
would be at liberty to choose their own master. This plan has never been 
acted upon. On the contrary, from the time when the restrictions on 
emigration were removed, the whole business of providing Coolies has 
become quite as much a matter of private speculation as it was formerly. 
It is Calcutta agents who engage to supply Mauritius planters with a cer- 
tain number of Coolies,—for a consideration. It is duffadars, or crimps, 
who contract with the agents for Coolies at so much a head, and proceed 
through the country beating-up for volunteers, whom they bring down to 
Calcutta, and lock up in receiving-houses till they can go through certain 
formalities at a public office, and be shipped on board. There appears 
no difference between the two systems, except that an officer has been 
appointed in Calcutta, with a deputy, to act as the protector of the emi- 
grants, and to prevent their becoming the victims of fraud and violence. 
The public has a right to demand that the plan proposed by Lord Stanley 
shall be fortwith acted upon: that the provision of emigrants shall be in- 
trusted to responsible officers of the state, instead of being left to private 
cupidity, and that an embargo be laid upon the exit of all farther Coolies 
till the Government of the Mauritius have deputed an agent to Calcutta. 
Even then there will, we fear, be but a slender check on abuse; the Cooly 
agents will stijl endeavour to evade the law and wedge in their services, for 
the lucre which they may bring; but, whatever degree of fair dealing and 
integrity may be secured by the appointment of an official agent, the public 
has a right to demand. 

We are confident the Government of Bengal will not sleep over the 
startling disclosures which have been made. We will not, on such en 
occasion, make any allusion to those in our native land who have succeeded 
in abolishing slavery through the British dominions, and whose voice, 
whenever it is heard, is heard in thunders which no public functionary 
can be deafto. Their principles may be stigmatized by whatever term 
best suits the taste of their opponents—rant, or cant, or hypocrisy, cr 
false af papper ; but their power cannot be despised. They are watch- 
ing a jealous eye the progress of this experiment, prepared to extin- 
guish it the moment it appears to take the form of a slaveetrade, We 
on grey confident that no such appeal to the moral power of Eng- 

will be necessary. We know that the provisions for emigration wera 
with the most honest and anxious desire to prevent the. 
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protection in the exercise of their trade, an order was issued to recall and- 
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of reform. We are sure the matter may be left in the hands of the local 
Government with perfect confidence. 





EMIGRATION TO THE WEST INDIES. 


Tux letter of Lord Stanley (written by Mr. Hope) to the chair- 
man of the West India Committee on this subject has at length 
pra in full in the colonial papers, with a reply on the part of 

t body, suggesting various modifications in the plan proposed 
by his lordship. The documents are so important, that, notwith- 
standing the summary of them which we were enabled to give in 
our last, we have thought it our duty to insert them entire. The 
points with which we have been more immediately struck in the 
perusal of Mr. Hope’s letter are, that Lord Stanley does not anti- 
cipate from the system of immigration any great numerical increase 
of labourers in the West; that he feels strongly the objections 
which lie against a general emigration from Africa; and that he 
waits the result of his experiment with Mauritius before venturing 
on an extension of Coolie emigration across the Atlantic. Upon 
the last point, there is now quite enough known, we think, both 
respecting Mauritius and India, to make the British Government 
#-op at once. 

ith respect to the emigration of Chinese, to which the greater 
part of Mr. Hope’s letter refers, we notice that, while the emi- 
nts are to be pleased with ‘the fancy of a free passage to the 
est Indies, and, at the expiration of five years, a free return to 
Singapore, with employment secured by a contract (which is not 
to bind ‘them, but only their employers) for the said term of five 
years, almost the whole of this is mere fancy, and nothing else, 
unless we use a somewhat plainer word, and call it ajuggle. The 
contract system is shemehis intended to enable the importer to 
repay himself, by the sweat of the emigrant, the expense of both 
voyages, by fixing his wages proportionably lower than the current 
rate in the colony. By this means, Lord Stanley calculates he 
shall receive the cost of the voyage out in the first period of two 
years and a half, and accumulate the money required for the 
voyage home in the second. The sum is, that the emigrant is to 
be made to pay the whole cost of both voyages out of the wages 
of his labour ! 

But then, he may terminate his contract. So, at successive 

riods of six months—a serious limitation, by the way, and one 
which Lord Stanley seems only to have conceded to the impor- 
tunity of the West India Committee—he may, if he is content to 
Sorfeit his title to.a passage home! This is the artful tie which 
binds him to his first master, however much he may desire to 
change his situation. We did not mean, however, so much to 
indulge in remarks of our own at present, as to give some idea of 
the views which are entertained on the subject in the West Indies 
themselves. 

The plan seems to have taken the planters by surprise. ‘To 
say the mildest,” says the Gutana Times, ‘it was paying the 
residents here a very poor compliment not to consult them in the 
first instance, before the scheme was suffered to go so far. Be the 
West India body-in London as wise as it may be, it surely cannot 
be superior to the chance of receiving advantage from the sug- 
gestions of persons on the spot. The London West Indians, some 
time ago, sent out a sagacious resolution, that one planter should 
not employ a labourer who had quitted the service of another 
planter without a satisfactory reason. Persons here only laughed 
at the crotchet. The same gentlemen now run away with the 
idea, that_no planter will dare, in the face of their prohibition, to 
entice a Chinese away from his indenture and his low wages, and 
to allow him full remuneration for his work. The notion is pre- 

rous.”” 

The further remarks of this paper are to the following effect :— 


“* The immigration of Chinese is to be considered in two aspects. - Is 
it likely to be large? Is it likely to occur at all under Lord Stanley’s 
__ provisions ? 


_ “ Now, we are sorry to say, there is not a tenth part of the evidence 
for the willingness of the Chinese, tbat there was for the anxiety of the 
' Africans, to migrate. Steamers might have plied to and from Africa : they 
will hardly be expected to ply to and from the West Indies. There is 
abundance of females of African birth or descent here: Chinese females 
there are none. These, with other cogent reasons, go to prove, that, if 
African immigration is to be abandoned as hopeless, Chinese immigration 
is to be regarded as extremely precarious. It would be much more agree- 
able to us could we write of it more cheeringly ; but where were the 
hamanity of inducing lawyers, or parsons, or doctors, or managers,’ or 
attorneys, to buy out the interest of retiring capitalists at prices calculated 
from fallacious anticipations ? 
‘* Suppose the proprietor of Lima succeed in getting out four hundred 
Chinese, indentured to him, under those fast-and-loose contracts, for five 
ears. Having had ‘to charter, nan, victual, and doctor, the ship and her 
living freight, he cannot possibly have afforded to place a rate of wages 
in the contract, any thing equal ‘to what he would distribute among four 
hundred labourers whose introduction here had cost him no advance of 
ital. Very well. He lands his articled workmen, and asks them, in con-— 
shivration of what he has expended on them already, to work for less wages 





than the proprietor of; say, La e Altiance, who has not been favoured 
th an duiportation froin Old Jobe, allows his people. ‘The gentleman, 
. expects. represented as so know-* 





* 
Li oa eke 


oe Chinaman, who is 
“omprehend his indenture himself, will have, a | 








} denture, a single month. 


Government officer to explain it to him, to continue to work on Lima 









; on ha Bette nce, to whigh he may go + he. ‘pe 
ae his our Bhrce ties ggchour times ag large, -" 
ion. bis : je ; "ae . P 
~« Itis astonishing to as, that the Old Jewry italists the selye ba 

| not see that the project was at once ‘foolish and impracticable. e 


venture to say, the kindest master would not retain a Chinese under in~ 
If one manager declined to entice him away, 
another would not be so delicate. Indenture after indenture would fall 
to the ground, and the colony, in the end, have to pay all the ontlage 
under the peculiar disadvantage, mark, of its having to take the estima ite 
of the expense incurred by the Old Jewry gentlemen from— themselves. 

The Guiana Royal Gazette, while looking on the scheme with 
more favour, makes the following admissions :— ' 

“« Some variance of opinion has arisen in this colony as to the policy of 
the leading benefit accorded by Lord Stanley’s plan ; namely, of giving 
the option to parties interested in West India property of making engage- 
ments for hire with labourers out of the limits of the colony, for.so long a 
term as five years. Advantage, it is thought, may be taken of the 
rance of the emigrant. Under any circumstances, it is urged, stipulations 
of this kind cannot but prove a fruitful source of dissatisfaction both to 
the employed and employer : to the former, because on. his arrival at his 
destination he will find that the rates of remuneration with which he 
has closed are less than what are usually given to the native population, 
which, it is contended, must generally be the case, since otherwise the 
importer would be a loser “a the pe ppraaptae in ba an 

ointment of his hopes by the speedy abrogation o tract, | 108 
endee, by the tmoctarant. hors all, we are warned to bear in mind 
the disastrous moral results that followed Coolie immigration, where the 
labourers had been brought from India by the house of Gladstones, under 
engagements similarly entered into, about six or seven years since. The 
recollection of this fatal example is certainly sufficient to cause the least 
wary to ponder seriously, before they give their approval to any wholesale 
measure, under which contracts of the same kind, and evils of equal mag- 
nitude, are likely to ensue.”’ ; 


The editor of the Barbados Liberal, our well known friend, 
Mr. Prescod, writes as follows :— 

«« We have now before us copies of a correspondence between the Colo- 
nial Office and Mr. N. Malcolm on the part of the West India body. “And 
Lord Stanley, after a little ridiculous prudery, (the more ridiculous on 
account of its obvious insincerity,) consents to ailow emigration from the 
British ports in China under contracts for fiv > years, conditioned that the 


emigrant be at liberty, after his arrival in the colony, to annul the con- 
tract if he think proper to do so, the colony to reimburse the party bring- 
ing him out the expenses of the voyage, &c. Mr. Maleolm requires-a 
modification of this condition, to render the contract obligatory for six 
months after his arrival in the colony, and then only to be annullable. at 
the end of annual periods, the proprietor being at liberty i wa aig: 
a new and altogether obligatory contract with him any time during 
first six months ! x ryt is iad 
‘The part which we took in the case of the Coolies imported by are 
Gladstones into Guiana must be in the recollection of some of our readers. 
We should regret very much to be called upon to perform a like office on 
behalf of the Chinese. We hope our anti-slavery friends in Great Britain 
will look to it in time, and save, if they can, these contemplated victims 
of a barbarous cupidity the miseries which await them in these colonies, 
and ourselves, with others, the duty of exposing and denouncing the 
heartless villany of their money-hunting task-masters.’ mii 
We thank Mr. Prescod for his good opinion of the English 
abolitionists, who certainly will not suffer themselves to go to’skkep 
on the subject; but we invoke also his best attention, and miost 
energetic measures. 





MAURITIUS. | 

Wueruer we look with an unreasonable melancholy at the supply 
of human life which has been at various times conveyed to, the 
shores of Mauritius, may best appear by a brief review of the facts 
of the case. 

We will advert in the first instance tonumbers merely. . 

At the period of emancipation, the planters in this island claimed 
compensation for 56,699 slaves; of whom 26,830 were returned 
as predial attached, 7,594 as predial unattached, and 22,275 (as 
non-predial. at 

On occasion of the first importation of Coolies from India, there 
were (according to the parliamentary papers, which are known; to 
contain imperfect returns) imported into Mauritius 19,005 persons ; 
but the number is estimated by the editor of the Friend of India, 
with much more justice, at 30,000. Of these, 3,000, and; notymore 
than 2,000, have returned to India. On the present ogeasion there 
have been imported an additional 20,000, 2 op amerisagn 

It thus appears that, from India alone, there have been-imporied 
into Mauritius, since emancipation, 47,000 human beings, a aymber 
nearly equal to the entire slave population at that period. 5 . aj 

It is to be considered, however, that these..47,000 persons; were 
not a multitude of mem and women, parents and children, old. and 
eung, mingled in the usual proportions of domestic andpocit 
life. They were generally, we may say almost entirely, selected 


seeee 


forthe purpose of labour; the whole number containing very few 
women, and still fewer children and aged persons. It is obvious, 
‘therefore, that the 47,000 Ceolies comprehended a. far. larger 
amount of Jabouring men than did the entire. slave population of 
56,699. 

Se much for numbers. 
the sexes. 
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nuary and the 31st March, 1843, only 10 per cent. were women. 
With. respect to the former immigration, the case was much worse ; 
for, of the 19,005 persons imported, only.205 were-women—being 
scarcely more than one per cent. It is difficult in this case to 
strike an average. But, to show that we have no wish to exagge- 
rate, and to take a view far more favourable than the fact can pos- 
sibly be, we will suppose that the number of women in the whole 
importation averages seven and a half per cent.- It will then be, 
on 47,000, 3,525. In the usual state of human society, the num- 
ber of women in the prime or middle period of life may be taken 
atone in four. At the period of emancipation, consequently, the 
entire number of women of this class may be set down at from 
14,000 to 15,000; and these dispersed throughout a fully equal 
namber of the other sex, in the usual domestic and social relations. 
Upon this population the immigration system has thrown more 
than 40,000 working men, totally unprovided with female com- 
panions! Is it needful for us to pause for a moment on the vice 
and immorality which must overwhelm such a community like a 
deluge? Is it not obvious beyond all question, that, in such 
a state of society, the ordinary increase of human kind cannot 
take place? If the number of labourers in Mauritius is to be 
maintained at its present amount, can it be by any other means 
than a perpetual importation? Can any other result befal the 
present race than that they shall die off, leaving no proportionate 
progeny? And must not Mauritius accumulate, instead of suc- 
cessive generations of thriving youth, the melancholy remains 
of the dead? . We have called the island a charnel-house, and we 
repeat the appellation. Nor can it be justly complained of, until 
such information shall be given of the amount and condition of 
its population from year to year as shall disprove its propriety. 
The noble lord at the head of the colonial department, who has 
insisted on renewing Cooly immigration to Mauritius, is under 
the strongest obligation to lay before Parliament the fullest inform- 
ation respecting a matter so vitally important to the interests of 
humanity. 





ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY, SAM HOUSTON, 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


Sir,—We have learned with gratification, by the recent procla- 
mation of your Excellency, that an armistice has been agreed on 
between the republic of Mexico and the country over which your 
Excellency presides, thus affording a reasonable expectation that 
the further effusion of blood may be prevented, and a perma- 
nent peace be established. The pleasure we derive from this 
source has been greatly augmented by the more recent announce- 
ment in the British House of Lords, on the part of the Minister of 
foreign affairs, (in reply to a question from Lord Brougham,) of 
the gratifying intelligence that this first step towards an amicable 
adjustment of the existing differences was induced by the friendly 

ces of Great Britain; and that negotiations are now pending, 

which it is hoped that the total extinction of slavery in Texas 
may be effected simultaneously with the conclusion of peace. 

A prospect like this, while it would be most auspicious for the 
rapid advancement and future prosperity of Texas, is one in which 
the anti-slavery body in this country cannot but feel the most in- 
tense interest. We hope, therefore, that we, the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, shall be pardoned for 
presuming to address your Excellency upon this subject. 

We utterly disclaim all political motives and influences. We 
come before you solely for the oa of pressing the claims of 
-humanity in the most respectful, but yet in the most urgent manner. 
We are encouraged in doing so by the sentiments which your Ex- 
cellency has heretofore expressed in published documents, in which 
you have unhesitatingly recognized the existence of slavery as a 
great evil, as it is undoubtedly a Segrent violation of the rights of 
man, and of the spirit and precepts of the gospel. 

Itis, perhaps, within the knowledge of your Exgellency that this 
Committee have felt it to be their‘duty hitherto to discourage, in 
every proper manner, emigration to Texas, together with the in- 
‘vestment of capital, and every thing which might tend to foster the 
wth of a country adopting a system so hostile to the true interests 
of ‘mankind; nor can we doubt that our efforts have been in some 
fMeasure instrumental in disseminating a general sentiment of re- 


Pages to the institutions of your country, both here and abroad. 


e‘have no quarrel, however, with Texas. It is with slavery, 
and with that in every country, that we contend; and we must 
continue to contend while slayery continues to exist. Abolish it, 
and nothing would give greater pleasure to the numerous body of 
Britons. who unite in combating slavery in every part of the world 
than to witness, and to aid hy every means which they may have in 
their power, the growth and prosperity of Texas. By the extinc- 
tion of slavery the prosperity of your country would be greatly 
‘promoted, her character clevated; and her relations with the rest of 
the world rendered*far more intimate and agrceable. | 
Permit ‘us to speak with frankness. Texas, by re-establishing 
‘the system of slavery in the midst of the light and knowledge of 
“the present ba! offended against the spirit of the age. By embo- 
dying slavery 0 her constitution, thus proclaiming her determina- 
“tion to render it perpetual, she seemed to court the ill opinion of 
“mankind, or at least to defy the public sentiment of the world upon 
“a subject in which all ig ksi ae) deeply interested. She oi 
not even the miserable apology which ane for the continuance 
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which is a work of difficulty. Texas adopted slavery, invited its 
augmentation, and decreed its perpetuity. 

e rejoice to believe that some among her people have always 
deplored the step, and would gladly retrace it; and that your Excel- 
-lency clearly perceives the extremely injudicious nature of that 
measure. 

The unwavering firmness with which your Excellency is said to 
have espoused the cause and defended the rights of the oppressed 
Indian tribes within the Texan territory, gives us much reason for 
encouragement to hope that you will entertain equal consideration 
for the rights of the still more bapless and oppressed descendants of 
Africa. e feel well assured that in no country can slavery at the 
present day be regarded as a permanent and settled order of things. 
All the tendencies of the age are obviously against it; and we look 
forward with confidence to the near approach of the time when the 
arrogant assumption of property in man shall be tolerated in no 
part of the world. Within the past year freedom has been restored 
to more than twelve millions of our own fellow-subjects in the 
possessions of the East India Company in Singapore, Malacca, 
Penang, and Ceylon. At the same time the great work of emanci- 
pation has been progressing in various other countries with astonish- 
ing rapidity ; and the indications are daily becoming more convinc- 
ing of the decrepitude and incipient decay of slavery as a system, 
even in those countries where it appears the most vigorous. 

Why should Texas, by her adhesion to slavery, cut herself off 
from the sympathies of the rest of the world, and plant, at the 
same time, the seeds of early decay in her own political constitution ? 
The advantages of soil and climate, of an extended territory and of 
political independence, may all be neutralized by this one baleful 
ingredient. Proclaim liberty, on the other hand, to all the inhabit- 
ants of the land, and you will secure the elements of strength. A 
contented and happy population, institutions attractive, instead of 
repulsive, to the people of other nations; the gradual establishment 
and growth of agriculture and commerce; a density of popu- 
lation adequate to the purposes of internal improvement; and the 
scientific and religious training of the people, would result in the 
formation of a national character such as would insure respect 
abroad, and tranquillity and prosperity at home. 

It is probable shat the question of slavery or freedom is soon to 
occupy the serious attention of the people of Texas, and it is our 
earnest desire that God, in his infinite mercy, may incline them to 
adopt measures of justice and wisdom. 

The position at present occupied by your Excellency is one of 
great responsibility and importanée. A right issue on this momen- 
tous question may rest greatly with yourself. The eyes of the 
world will be upon you. Expectations will be awakened, which we 
anxiously hope may not be disappointed. Should your Excellency 
be enabled to conduct a peaceful revolution in Texas, upon the 
subject of slavery, to a result favourable to the great cause of hu- 
man freedom and happiness, such an achievement would be a 
greater honour than a thousand victories. 


(Signed on behalf of the Committee) 
Tuomas Crarkson. 


London, October 6, 1843. 





DENMARK. 
TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., ETC., ETC. 


Sin,—The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society have at former periods directed their attention with the 
liveliest interest to the question, whether a bonus might not be 
attached to the abolition of slavery by foreign powers, by admit- 
ting sugar produce by free labour into the British market on fa- 
vourable terms. 

Hitherto the Committee have been informed, in reply to all their 
inquiries on this subject, that existing treaties between Great 
Britain and foreign powers created insuperable obstacles to such an 
arrangement ; and they have been especially referred to the treaty 
with Brazil, which has been understood to require that no foreign 
sugars shall be admitted into England on more favourable terms 
than the Brazilian. 

It is in this view a fact highly interesting to the Committee that 
the treaty with Brazil is about to expire; and most earnestly do 
they hope that with it may be removed any diplomatic obstacle to 
the object desired. 

Should this happily be the case, the Committee wouia most 
seriously draw your attention to the fact—for such thcy hope they 
may eall it—that there is at least one country which, in order fo 
obtain so great an advantage as the admission of its sugars into the 
British market, would immediately abolish slavery in its colonies. 
The Commitee refer to the kingdom of Denmark. 

It is not, of course, to be stipposed that the Committee are in 
possession of any official intelligence on the subject to which they 
have thus referred. ‘Fhey have, however, received information of 
the disposition, both of the Danish planters and the Danish Go- 
vernment, from such quarters that they cannot entertain a doubt 
of its authenticity. Upon this senile however, everything must be 
within the perfect cognizance of the Government; and the Com- 
mittee can desire nothing more than to draw the attention of Her 
Majesty's Ministers to the subject. They could scarcely say how 
unfeignedly they would rejoice in the blessings to humanity, in the 
beneht to the Br 
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27, New, Broad-stree}, London, Nop. 24, 1843. 


. REPLY. 
; Whitehall, November 30, 1843. 
Sir Robert Peel presents ‘his compliments to Mr. Scoble, and 
begs leave to acknowledge the receipt of the communication ad- 
dressed to Sir Robert Peel by Mr. Scoble on behalf of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 





ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, 1843. 


JustPublished, under the sanction of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, in one handsome volume, price 7s. 6d. 
cloth, 

“FULL REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the 

RECENT ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. By J. F. 

Jounson, Short-hand Writer. 

Statesmen, philanthropists; and) merchants will find in this volume 
copious information upon every point connected with slavery and the 
slave-trade in America, Brazil, Cuba, Texas, &c., &c. 

Jobn Snow; 35, Paternoster-row ; and the office of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad-street. 





NOTICES. 
THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER is an Evening Paper, 


published on alternate Wednesdays, and may be had of ail: Newsvenders 
throughout the country. Price 4d., or 8s. 8d. per annum. 


Subscriptions and Donations to the Society should be forwarded to the 
Treasurer, (G. W. Alexander, Esq.,) at the Society’s Office, 27, New 
Broad-street, London. 

‘All Communications for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter must 
be'sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


American Postage.—Our friends in this country are not aware of the 
unnecessary expense to which they frequently put their American corre- 
spondeiits, by putting their letters in’ envelopes, and sending them to 
ports where their correspondents dd'not reside. The postage of a ship 
Jetter, to a person in the city of New York, whether single or quadruple, 
is‘2d. sterling ; but if a letter for & person in Boston be sent by a versel 
boutid'te New York, the postage On'a single letter will be 11d. sterling, 
and Selah ener for every ajilitional sheet or scrap of paper; aud 
80, if letters ‘are sent to Néw York did Boston. Letters to Boston 
should be'sent'by the Royal Mail’Steam-ship, and letters for New York 
by thé Great Western. 


The Anti-Slaverp Reporter, 
é Tite LONDON, DECEMBER 27, 1843. 








We announce’ with much pleasure the actual publication of the 
Report of the Proceedings of the late Anti-slavery Convention. It 
is a neat octavo volume, of 360 pages of pleasant reading, with a 
copious Index to the various matters contained in it. As an account 
of the sayings and doings of that important assembly, it dces great 
credit to the reporter, and will afford, we think, much satisfaction 
to all parties who take an, interest in them, If some of the more 
lengthened documents cgnnected with the proceedings have not 
found insertion, this has been, from. necessity ; since, if all the 
papers presented had been printed, .the work would have required 
at. least another volume of equal.size,. It seems to us, however, 
that good a oa has been used in the:selection, and that parties 
to whom the book is worth anything at all will find themselves well 
repaid for its purchase. It is proper we should: mention that this 
volume is not—as the proceedings of the former Convention were— 
published by the Committce of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society, although it may, if preferred, be ordered from 
the Anti-slavery office. It is wholly the affair of Mr. Johnson, the 
short-hand writer—a very spirited affair, for which both the Com- 
mittee and the public are much indebted to him. It follows from 
this, however, that the Committee, like persons in eneral, are 
purchasers, not vendors, and that the book can be obtained only 
through the regular booksellers. We sincerely hope, that. Mr. 
Johnson will find his benevoient enterprise a remuuerative onc, _. 





We have been disappointed by not finding inthe American 
papers received since our last, some further information. ting 
the seven slaves who have effected their escape from Florida: to: 
Nassau, of which important occurrence our private letter:from the 
Rev. Joshua Leavitt contains the only particulars which have yet 
transpired in this country. In the last Reporter we mentioned. 
that the information received at the Anti-slavery office had’ been 
immediately forwarded to Lord Aberdeen; and we are’ happ in 
now being able to state that a reply has been received, Hen 4 A 
an assurance that the careful attention of the Government wil] be 
‘directed to the case. ‘The correspondence will be found below, 
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: 21, New Broad: street, December $, 1643. 
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arrived from Florida at’ Nassau. a 
possession of the facts through official channels, it scarcely stetried 


letter, on a matter of such extreme and critical importance.” A | 


ment have given such distinct and reiterated pled 
curred ; and the eyes of nations—it might almost be said, the eyes 
of the world—will be fixed on the oreo which are taken with 
respect to it. That the slave-holders will press the surrender of 
the parties with an unbridled impetuosity cannot be doubted; and 
as little, I trust, may it be doubted that the attitude taken by the 
British Government will be discriminating and firm. 


I have the honour'to be, &c. 
(Signed) 


REPLY. 


of that class, concerning which the British public have felt such, 
intense anxiety, and concerning which, also, the British govern- . , 
» has now oc-. 


> [Wepnespay a 


1843, relating to thé case of the seven slaves who have ‘revently" te 
on aE 30 FNS 
Although ‘it is probable that your Lordship may already be ‘fn’ 
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THe 


right to withhold from the Government the contents of Mr. Leavitt's: ~~ 


L772 


J. H. Histon. "> 


eh? 


Foreign Office, December 20, 18432” 


Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknowledge 


the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, and its enclesureé re-., 
specting seven slaves said to have recently arrived at Nassau from... . 


Florida, and to have been claimed by the Government oft 
Washington. 


will not fail to give their attention to the proceedings which: may: be 


had with regard to these slaves, in order to secure the duc’ exevux; 
tion-of the treaty stipulations under which they are claimed. “°° 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


(Signed) 
J. H. Hinton, Esq. 


have taken the colonies by surprise, and begins to provoke discus- 
sion. 


An important meeting has been held at Half Way Tree, ini Jax: 


maica, for the purpose of memorializing the government on behalf 
of British subjects held in slavery in Cuba. ‘These hapless suffer- 
thous» 


ers were stated to amount to no less than from five to six 
sand. a 
The irritation to which Mr. Schenler, the British commissioner 


at Surinam, has exposed himself by his most beneficent and ‘just: 


interposition in behalf of persons illegally held in slavery in at 
colony, appears to be reaching a higher pitch of malignity and in- 
solence. It is most important, under these circumstances, tbat 
should have the full.and energetic support of his Government, au 
we most anxiously that it, has on promptly and. effectiyely; 
conveyed to him, We should be , alse, to see awakened to, this, 
subject the attention of the British press. In a noble struggle Jike 
this with a desperate gang of skave-holders, a British functionary. 
ought not to be either abandoned or neglected. Na bas 





WE direct attention to our extracts relating to Texas. Besides 


United States as prisoners fugitive: from justice under the treaty: of. 


Canning. © 


We have fully entered into this matter in a separate article.» 


i 


I am to inform you in reply, that. Her Majesty's Government: 


’ 


f 
t 


Tue most important contents of the West India mail: relate to, 
the question of Chinese immigration, the scheme of which seems, to. - 


the excellent letter of Judge Jay, our readers will be struck ‘with - 


the, attitude said to be taken by the British Government. If it be 
really so that the claims of British subjects 10 some ten or twenty. 
mil'ion acres of land are thus pressed by the Earl of Aberdeen, the 
consequences cannot but be important. iy 





fit 1¢ 
LORD STANLEY ON IMMIGRATION TO THE WEST INDIES: 
Downing-street, 4th Sept, 1843... : 
Sir,—I am desired by Lord Stanley to inform you, that he has given 
his fullest consideration to your letter of the 9th ult., relative to the in» 
troduction ‘of Chinese labourers into the West India colonies, as also to 
the previous letter on the same subject from Mr. Grant, of the 24th ef 
July, and to the statements made at the different interviews which have 
taken place between himself and various gentlemen connected with thé 
West Indies, or contained in written communications which have been 
addressed to him lately, relative to the introduction of labourers génerhlly 
into the West India colonies. dt ui nuteiy 
The result of this consideration has not been to alter the view which’ his 
lordship expressed verbally on the 27th of July last to the deputation: of 
the West India body, namely, that in his opinion the effect of any'imne- 
gration into those colonies which it is possible (having reference ¢o:'the 
experience attending it)-to carry into operation, has been’: ‘overt 
fated’ by parties interested in the cultivation of sugar, especially ifi looked 
at with a view to the numerical increase in the labouring population.::::' 
Lord Stanley is at the same time ready to admit that 
any direct result of an actual addition to the numbers of the population, 
an important moral effect may be produced by the conviction which | will 
‘be forced upon the existing class of labourers, that the propri are 
not exclusively dependent upon the home supply of labour, and by-the 
examples which may be afforded them by their riyals for employm=nt of 
continuous and industrious application; and from the well known 
~ character of the Chinese, it is probable that such an effect would be pro- 
greater extent by the introduction of the same number of 
‘frvamigrants of that, than of any other nations © 6)! 9 oe1tsco e872 bare 
i these opinions, and deeply anxious-for the success of the 
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of thelintensity: of ‘the demand, he is the less disposed to complain of the 
urgency of the remonstrances which have been addressed to him on the 





pa those.directly interested, as well on other occasions, as at the late 
interyjew at which you were present, or to express any aq ew that the 
facilit ain have been already afforded should be more lightly appre- 
ciat the difficulties which oppose themselves to a further advance 


in the same direction. 

t' practical purposes, as regards the removal of such restrictions, 
Lord’ Stanley considers it obviously unnecessary to advert to any except 
the cases of Africans, of Indians, and of Chinese. 

As regards the first of these Lord Stanley cannot but regret that per- 
sons having at command the means of information which he thinks must 
be possessed by those who have addressed him should appear so little im- 
pressed with the difficulties, which the social system prevalent in all the 
independent countries fon the coast of Africa must oppose to any supply 
of labourers not in the condition of slaves, or with the consideration, that 
if slaves in their own country they can only be obtained by purchase 
from, or agreement with their chiefs or headmen, and that such trans- 
actions, if permitted, would necessarily lead if not to the actual evils of 
slave trading, at least to no unreasonable jealousy and suspicion on the 
part of foreign states, against the proceedings of whose subjects in 
attempts, to.obtain negroes, this country has directed and still directs the 
most stringent and forcible measures. 

In'o oopsary to this jealousy, it is necessary that Her Majesty's Go- 
vetilings t should be able not ority to rely upon the great argument, that 
’ in Tanding ‘in’ a British colony, negroes arrive in a place where slavery is 

impossible, but that they should also'be able to state that in those cases 
in ‘whieh they do permit their exportation, such precautions have been 
enforced by them as are sufficient to prevent the possibility of abuse in 
the mode:in which they have been obtained, 

‘Lord Stanley does not think that the present would be a convenient 
opportunity for re-opening the discussion of the details of the plan which 
has been recently adopted in pursuance of this object, to which as yet so 
short a trial has been allowed. 

The case of emigration from Her Majesty’s East Indian possessions, it 
is true, stands on diffcrent grounds. On this head, however, I am 
directed by Lord Stanley to repeat that, adverting to difficulties which 
arose in connexion with the system when previously in operation, he 
considers it absolutely necessary to the interest of the West Indiesjthem- 
selves, carefully to watch the experiment, now in progress, of emigration 
td’ the nearer colony of Mauritius. 

~The abuses‘which have to be guarded against, it will be remembered, 
are ‘not “merely those which may exist on the passage or in the colony, 
but 'those complained of in India itself. The difficulty of preventing 
these under ‘any circumstances has been strongly urged by those whose 
local knowledge gives peculiar weight to their opinions, and the test of 
experience is wanting to prove that these apprehensions may be removed 
by increased vigilance and new precautions. 

. The case of the Chinese, however, on which you particularly address 
him, ia fortunately free from some of the difficulties which exist in the 
CHIR of the other two classes of labourers, especially if their places of 
embi Kation be limited to British possessions not on the coast of China, 
—_ ‘itinftation which, for other (political) causes at present, at all events 

rd Stanley would deem it necessary to impose. Their intelligence, 

wiles te work for wages, and their frugal and industrious 

Wabits; ‘as ‘well as their capability of supporting the labour of sugar culti- 
viition,| combine to point them out as a valuable class of immigrants ; 
while the-very circumstance of their kuving found their way in search of 
employment, by means of a pussage avereging three weeks to Singapore 
and other adjacent settlements, would be a guarantee at once of their 
knowing the nature of the proposals. made to them —a question so much 
disputed in the case of the Coolies—and probably ot their ability to 
endure the effects of the voyage. 

_, The main objection applicable to this class of immigrants is their being 
unaccompanied by women; and this has been to Lord Stanley’s mind a 
“very serious obstacle to sanctioning a bounty upon their introduction 
ilies the British colonies. 

The sime considezation, however, which prevailed with him in the case 
of Kroomen, namely, that their habits are to leave their country in search 
of temporary employment, has alone induced him not to consider this 
objection as insuperable, and I am therefore directed by him to state that 
he Will not refuse to grant to a limited extent the permission asked for 
te introduce them into the West India colonies, according to the scheme 
which it will be my duty to explain. Before doing so, however, I should 
observe, that in stating it 1 have assumed the alterations to have been 
imade inthe Jaws of the different colonies which will be necessary to allow 
it;to come into operation; and 1 may also remark that the state of the 
law im: the Crown colonies and Legislative colonies respectively, will ren- 
der nevessary a different mode of proceeding in the two cases. 
yildaerd Stanley ‘might have been disposed to have made the same pro- 
vision in the case of Chinese labourers as in that of natives of Africa, 
disid:‘he' considered such provisions to be necessary for their protection 
wgaiwst:fraud,.-or even as not calculated to create objections and 
suspicions in their minds. But from the information he has been able to 
obtain, he:isded to believe, first, that the Chinese, who may be found at 
the British settlements in the eastern seas are fully competent to stipu- 
fate for what would be most for their own advantage, and also that from 
their. peculiar habits they will not be induced to emigrate at all except 

yunder such, previous sitipulations as shall ensure them employment and 
remuneration according to a certain scale. 

‘f;eThe only mischief, therefore, against which it appears to Lord St 
essential to guard, is that which was found to operate so prejudicially in 
othe case of the Coolies, namely, the discovery on the part of the labourer 

‘after his arrival in the colony that he might have obtained better terms for 
his labour than those'on which he had contracted to give it. 

In order to:qvoid this evil, there is obviously only one course open — 
namely, that..of permitting. the labourer after bis arrival in the colony to 

rescind the contract into which) he had entered out of it~—and this is the 
: course which saoh Sunlan paenens arte In doing so, however, it 


Abecomen acdessary, to guard the person at expense the labourer 
> shave been pete oe the conse t loss; end on. the painaiple 


Lord Stanley considers that such. person.is clearly entitled to be re-paid 
by the colony in the event of an able bodied labourer exercising his option 
on his arrival there of rescinding the contract under which he came. 

In the case of such a labourer rescinding his contract immediately 
upon his arrival, the arrangement would be a simple one—the person 
bringing him thereby becoming entitled at once to the full rate of bounty, 
7 Sp to be settled in the manner to which I shall have subsequently 
to advert. 

It is obvious, however, that labourers may be more likely to wish to 
abandon their contracts after some experience of the colony than on the 
first moment of their arrival. Lord Stanley assumes, of course, that 
whoever brings such labourers, will in the contract which he makes with 
them engage to give them such rate of wages only as compared with the 
current rates of remuneration for labour in the colony, that in the event 
of their continuing to work for him for the whole term agreed upon, he 
will have saved by the difference, whatever sum may be necessary to 


cover the expenses of their introduction, and should they have stipulated — 


for a return passage, for the expense of that passage also. Lord Stanley 
would propose that the duration of contracts should not exceed five years, 
and as well in order to admit in the calculation the provision for a back 
passage as also with a view to convenience as regards the obligation of the 
colony, he proposes that any person having imported'a Chinese Jabourer 
under contract, if such labourer remain in his service for two years and a 
half, shall be considered to have been repaid the expense of his introduc- 
tion, by the benefits derived by him from the labourer under the contract 
of service. 

In the case, therefore, of a labourer remaining in the service of the 
person who brings him for the space of 24 years, even should he then 
rescind the contract, Lord Stanley proposes that no bounty should be 
payable by the colony. 

This, however, still leaves the case of a labourer who may not at once 
on his arrival quit the service of the person who brings him, but may do 
so before the expiration of two years and a half—this case Lord Stanley 
proposes to meet by assigning to the person who brought him, instead of 
the full rate of the bounty, a proportion of it, varying as regards that 
rate inversely in the ratio which the time the labourer remains in his 
service bears to the whole period of 24 years. 

It will be observed that Lord Stanley, although he contemplates the 
probability of parties being obliged to stipulate with labourers to provide 
them a back passage, makes no provision in the event of their abandon- 
ing their contracts, for substituting any obligation on the colony to under- 
take that charge in their stead. Lord Stanley does this advisedly, con- 
sidering it right that an inducement should be held out to labourers to 
adhere to the contracts which they have entered into, in having the 
certainty of all the necessary arrangements made for them by parties by 
whom they are introduced, while, at the same time, should they consider 
it more advantageous to their own interest to abandon that claim, it may 
fairly be presumed that they do so on a calculation that the advantages 
which they obtain are sufficient to compensate them for that abandon- 
ment. Having thus stated the general nature of the provision which 
Lord Stanley proposes should be made as.regards the introduction of 
Chinese labourers into the West India colonies, I proceed to the particular 
steps necessary for carrying the plan into operation. _ : 

First—As to the mode of fixing the rate of bounty to be allowed in 
each colony, whether legislative or crown. This Lord Stanley proposes 
to leave to the decision of the Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
after communication with parties interested in the question. But what- 
ever be the amount decided upon, he is of opinion that the amount should 
be fixed as a maximum, and that parties claiming bounty, or the propor- 
tions of bounty above specified, should show that such amount at least 
had been expended, and should not be entitled to make any pecuniary 
profit of the introduction of these labourers. 

Second—As to the persons who should be permitted to take advantage 
of the bounty—in the first instance, at all events, Lord Stanley proposes 
to limit the permission so to do to persons who shall have made special 
application to the Secretary of State to that effect. 

Third—As to the persons before whom contracts are to be made, and 
the requisites to their validity and proof—the class of vessels to be re- 
quired, and the arrangements for the voyage. Lord Stanley proposes to 
leave this to be determined by the Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
who will be instructed to take the regulations of the Passengers’ Act as 
their guide, so far as the same may be applicable. 

Fourth—As to the provisions to be made for carrying out the scheme 
in the West India colonies themselves. In these a different mode of 
proceeding, as before observed, is required, according as the colony in 
each case is a crown or a chartered colony, and again, if chartered, accord- 
ing to the actual state of legislation existing there. Jamaica, however, 
being the only chartered colony in which any extensive provision has been 
made for immigration, Lord Stanley considers it sufficient on the present 
occasion to advert to it alone of that class of colonies. 

The points upon which provision must be made in the colonies, it will 
have been observed according to the statement of Lord Stanley’s general 
views, are two only. The one—ensuring to the labourer after his arrival 
the benefit of any contract made by him with the person who brings him, 
with the power at the same time on his part at any moment, or at least 
at stated intervals, of rescinding it. 

The other—the ensuring to the person who brings the labourer a com- 
peusation inthe form of a full bounty if the labourer repudiates his con- 
tract immediately on arrival—or, of a proportionate bounty if he does so 
at any. time within 2} years after arrival. 

As; xegards. the crown colonies, legislation upon both points will pro- 
bably: be required—certainly upon one, viz.:—the validity of contracts. 
According to the usual course, undoubtedly this latter alteration may be 


made by Her Majesty in council, but a power to the same effect having 


“heen delegated to the local legislatures by the Order in Council of the 
10th June, 1843, and the arrangement being incomplete without the 
uniary provisions (which must be of a nature which it bas not 
en usual to make from this country). Lord Staaley directa me to 
state that as regards these (the crown) colonies, he cannot undertake to 
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As regards-‘Samaica, the case is different: By the hi Act, 6 Vict. ch. 
A. overnMeL othe pawer of applying the funds of the colony 
on. from.Asia, as well.as from Africa, without 
the legislature, and. it appears at least question- 
be law..as.it at present stands, contracts of ser- 
ae ior alt made out of the colony. It may pro- 
desirable eee doubts on this latter subject should be removed by 

slation,; basin, the meantime, Lord Stanley conceives that all 






inn thedia e alty will removed, by requiring of all persons who 
may take advantage of the scheme, that they should enter into 
an 


ing in. a legal form, to give effect to that part of it which will 
contracts made by. t al with Chinese labourers shall be 
by .the Chinese at any time after their arrival in Jamaica, at 
option, but. pat an pk option is exercised, shall continue binding on 


“y fori ons bingn 
i 0 both Lord Stanley’s general views in a mode 


ons have made them intelligible, and as far as appears 

Pn oni in. the first instance, the particular arrangements which he 
considers will. be requisite to adopt for carrying his views into effect, it 

ou serie remains for me to point out to you that any further proceedings on 
rdship’s part must of course await communications in reply to this 

fom yourself or any other parties desirous of trying the experiment of 
introducing Chinese labourers into the West Indies, and that as Lord 
Stanley understands the West India body in London to be represented on 
this occasion by you, he considers this letter as being addressed to them 


I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
G. W. Hore. 


West Inpra Committee Rooms, 20, Orv Jewry, 
September 13, 1843. 


wah Lord,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the letter, 
hich Mr. Hope by direction “of your Lordship, addressed, on the 4th 
o, to Mr. Neil Malcolm as the chairman of this committee. 

_ Although there has not yet been an opportunity of laying your lord- 
ship’s communication before the West India body, it has been con- 
sidered desirable to ascertain without delay the opinion of such of the 
parties concerned as could be immediately consulted, with reference to 
that part of it which relates to the introduction of Chinese labourers into 
the est Indies from British settlements in the Eastern seas. And I beg 
leave, on their behalf, to offer the following observations upon the scheme 
as explained by Mr. Hope. I can at the same time assure your Lordship 
that it would be contrary to the intention and wish of the West India 
boa if any observations addressed by them implied their doubt of the 

past | unceasing attention which your lordship has devoted to the 
met of emigration. 
. As to the mode of fixing the rate of bounty. The proposal to fix 
a at alae rate, and to require parties claiming it to show that such 
nt at least had been expended, appears to be objectionable, as in- 
volving them in all the questions and delay which generally attend the 
settlément of accounts with public functionaries, who must act rigidly 
accordi specified rules ; and it would be particularly troublesome 
to prop ely who might employ their own ships in this service, or in 
the event of the labourers deferring for a considerable time to avail them- 
selves of the option to rescind their contracts. Disclaiming all views 
A ag on the nsaction, it seems, therefore, desirable to fix abso- 
y, after due inquiring, such a rate as shall be deemed sufficient to 
cover every ex Considerable risk as well as trouble imay be en- 
countered by the parties introducing them before it can be claimed. At 
first the number will be inconsiderable, and the charges greater than after 
a regular intercourse shall be established, when the rate of bounty may, 
of course, be revised and altered. 

2. Asto the persons who should be permitted to take advantage of the 
boun 

pe it to be expedient, as proposed by your lordship, to limit 
tc permis so to do in the first instance to persons who shall have 

application to the Secretary of State to that effect, yet it 
pear to be necessary to restrict it permanently to such persons, 
‘or to those who are interested in West India property. This double 
limitation, if continued, might prevent emigration from being carried to 
beneficial extent, and would aggravate the expense of conducting it. 
The British settlements in the Eastern Seas are, from their position, the 
Tesort, ve many vessels in quest of freights—and the commanders or 
‘agents, in the event of the cutee rates being low, and Chinese labourers 
disposet = embark, might be induced by an adequate fixed bounty to 
prefe: sea thence to the West Indies, though that contingency 
been contemplated at the time of their departure from 
~ If it should be found practicable to create a disposition on 
ep of enone labourers to remove to the West India colonies, the 
Sisaaee bet the most satisfactory, means ot effecting their emi- 
; ¢ ships which may convey em igrants to the Aus- 
ra Bacseding afterwards to the Straits’ settlements, with 
thelr wa pee or tanks and other preparations for passengers, calling 
‘at Java to purchase a certain quantity of rice at the source of supply. 
Although, therefore, some parties, who are suffering severely from the 
want jabour for their estates, and who are able to undertake the 
“necessa se and risk, may possibly attempt the commencement of 
‘emigration from those settlements, ‘under the restriction prescribed by 
gor lords ip, I submit that the permission may be advantageously ex- 
Z abject to stich regulation as‘the respective colonies ‘may think 


this head I need only remark that I have no doubt the Land 
ation Commissioners will forthwith make satisfactory arrange- 












; = “re my te of insuring to the labourer the benefit of any con- 


ve age d, at the same time, an option ‘of rescinding 
‘Yeadily adniitted. But it seems absolutely neces- 

oY his own” interest as that of his e loyer, that the en- 
is contra ra the _petiods at’ ‘whieh he may be allowed'to | 
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exercise the option of rescinding it, should -m defined: ‘On the one bat; 7 
the employer cannot be ex amperes to have houses prepared for immigrants 


who may never occupy , while, on the other, they cannot be com- 
petent to form a correct judgment of the new circumstances in which 7 
will be placed until they have resided for a short time in the colony. -In 
order, therefore, to encourage those arrangements which shall conduce to 
the more comfortable settlement of the labourer, and to afford him an 
opportunity of deciding upon his new experience, or rather to provide 
that he shall not be able to decide against eontinuing the benefit of his 
contract except from his own observation, it is suggested that the contract 
should be made obligatory on both parties for six months after the arrival 
of the labourer, and that he should then, and at the expiration of the 
following six months and of each suceeeding year, have the option of 
continuing or rescinding it. Altogether the labourer would thus be 


bound by his original contract for six months, the employer and he might - 


nevertheless enter into a new one during the interval. 


With regard to the other point under this head—the insuring to the . 


person who brings the labourer a compensation in the form of a full 
bounty, if the labourer repudiates his contract, I would propose, in ac- 
cordance with the foregoing suggestion, that the whole amount w 
may be fixed should be payable by the colony in the event of his doing 
so at the expiration of six months after his arrival, or a fair proportion 
thereof subsequently, according to the period at which he may act upon 
the option to terminate his contract, in conformity to the spirit of your 
lordship’s suggestion ; thus, four-fifths at the end of one year after his 
arrival, and two-fifths at the end of two years. 

The full amount of the bounty ought also to be payable by the colony 
to parties who may introduce Chinese labourers without any special con- 
tracts. I have, &c., 


To the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, &c., &e. 





WEST INDIES.—LAND SALES. 


(From the General Report of the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, ) 


Britisu Guiana. 


WE observe that in a recent despatch the governor incidentally men- 
tions, that he believes not more than two sales of crown lands have been 
made to the freed labouring population of this colony. They prefer, he 
says, purchasing for high prices lands situated in the vicinity of estates, 
schools, and churches, to buying unappropriated lands of the crown, 
which would separate them from civilization. Some striking facts are 
stated as to the amounts paid for private lands. The governor says, that 
although latterly offered at a cheaper rate by proprietors who believed in 
the advantage of independent settlements in their neighbourhood, the 
lowest prices, until within the last twelve months, had been at least 50/. 
sterling per acre, and that in many of the rural districts 100/. per acre 
had been not an uncommon price. 


TRINIDAD. 


In this island the lieatenant-governor has proposed some measures on 
the principal classes of squatters upon the crown lands. The squatters 
are divided into those prior to the Ist of January, 1834, and the subse- 
quent class; a board is appointed for the investigation and settlement of 
their claims ; and while lenient terms are accorded to the former class, 
who are to be allowed an opportunity of acquiring a title on making 
certain reasonable payments for the same, the others are to be much 
more strictly dealt with, and in their case it is to be the exception, instead 
of the rule, to permit them to acquire a right to the lands on which they 
have settled. 

BAHAMAS. 


Much information reached England of the extent to which squatting was 
carried on in these islands, and of the unsatisfactory state of the relations 
between landlords and tenants. A system that had been rather exten- 
sively tried, of letting out private lands to labourers, on condition of 
receiving in return a certain share of the produce, or a certain number of 
days’ labour, had not proved successful, for it constantly engendered dis- 
putes between the landlords and their tenants, which ended in the latter 
becoming squatters on the crown lands. On a careful review of the 
various recommendations received at different times from the local autho- 
rities themselves, we submitted for your lordship’s consideration the best 
regulations we felt able to devise under the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, and we find that they were sanctioned and communicated to the 
lieutenant-governor for his guidance. According to these rules, if duly 
followed, the lieutenant-governor may from time to time adopt an upset 
price for the public lands, at his discretion, never to be less than 68, per 
acre ; the fees to officers are to be reduced, and defrayed out of the pur- 
chase- -money of the land; twenty acres is to be the ordinary size of lots ; 
but the lieutenant-governor i is authorised to dispose of five-acre lots, if 
expedient, and also to sell by private contract, at not less than the upset 
price, lands already offered at auction but not ‘sold. 


Toaco. 

We observe it reported by the governor, that although the. soil is. fre 
quently very inferior, lands are bought up here with avidity, at the rate 
of 201. an acre. He states that, notwithstanding the eagerness of the 
negroes to become possessed of land, he had not wane of a single inatesine 
of unauthorised occupation. 


Home Zutelligence. 


Mr. Scopus, the Secretary of ry of the British and Foreign Anii- 
Slavery Committee, has, on his return home from Devonshire in improved 
health, held meetings at Kingsbridge, Plymouth, Exeter, Bristol, and 
Bath: We have received accounts from correspondents informing us 
that these meetings have been highly interesting and useful, 


Kixespripar.—From a Correspondent.— A numerous’ end 
highly respectable meeting was held at Kingsbridge, on the’Sth inst.; for 


‘the purpose of receiving from that able and zealous advocate’ ‘of the ‘save, 
= John Scoble, eke 'peroeery ofthe British-end Foreign dnti-elevery 
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ty»). then on a visit to his native town, infocroation on the osueeat 
state, .Anti-slavery cause, and its future prospects. The Rev. R. 


M.A,, the vicar of the parish, was unanimously invited to preside. 
ip, introductor ng speech by the chairman, Mr. Scoble, who was warmly 
his friends, addressed the meeting, in an eloquent and powerful 
mtd describing the horrors of slavery, and the intensity of suffering 
by the negro in such a condition, and taking a comprehensive 
view of the state of the Anti-slavery cause throughout the world. He 
also, dwelt on the persevering efforts that were still made by the friends 
of. the slave, and alluded to the present aspect of things. on the shores of 
Africa. After relating a heart-rending scene which occurred in an Ame- 
rican slave-market, the recital of which caused a general thrill of horror, 
iy al the happy and encouraging effects of freedom in the British 
colonies ; and concluded with an earnest appeal to all present to aid this 
great cause to the utmost of their power. The Chairman, after expressing 
a lively interest in the success of the,cause, and pledging himself to exert 
whatever influence he might possess in its promotion, proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr, Scoble, who had so feelingly addressed them ; which met 
with a warm response from the audience; and the meeting separated, 
highly gratified with the proceedings. 


Colonial Xntelligence. 


‘Jamatca.— Mr. Neit Matcorm.—The Baptist Herald contains 
two letters to this gentleman, from which we extract the following :— 
‘¢ Every one knows that there is a lack of capital, but few are ready to 
acknowledge that there has been bad management. But why are so 
many settlements and free villages springing up so quickly in the land ? 
It is the consequence of oppression. 1 have seen 100 persons turned off 
an estate in one week. 1 have seen houses pulled down, bread-fruit, 
coffee, and plaintain trees, and whole grounds, utterly destroyed, and 
their occupiers driven—ay, driven—off the property. Did not those re- 
maining learn a lesson? They did; they took warning, bought land as 
fast as they could, and, hastening to make their own homes comfortable, 
could not afford to give so much time as before to estate work. This is 
one cause of a scarcity of labour in certain quarters. Irregular payment 
is another; double rent is another; keeping back wages is another. I 
pit! is, because these evils very generally prevail at the present time. I 
cannot tell, Sir, whether this is the state of things on any of your properties 
now, but it has been in time past. You have an estate called Alex- 
andria: where are the labourers? Gone to their own settlements. They 
call it Comfort Hill, and well they may, for it was a refuge from the 
systematic oppression which they endured at Alexandria. Abuse, 
double rent, spoliation of grounds, withholding wages, ejecting tenants, 
and destroying their houses, were the evil causes of this Comfort Hill. 
T have visited this charming hill: it is a very different village to that on 
the estate. Decent houses, cane pieces, coffee plantations, provision 

_ grounds, and sugar-mills, met my view on every side. Above all, the air 
tasted of liberty. Nor are the people idle: they go to the adjoining 
estates to work. About twelve months ago they would not work at 
Alexandria because they were ill-used; but a new overseer has put all 

“ things to rights by honest and proper dealing, and he told me he could 
get more, hands than he required. ‘1! have now,’ said he, ‘ forty per- 
sons cleaning guinea grass.’ To this day those settlers are working on 
your estate where they were born, and never will leave it, unless you by 
your agents ill-treat them and drive them away. 
~The system formerly pursued on this estate is a sample of the general 
state of things throughout the country. ‘There may be an exception to 
the general rule: An estate may perhaps be found without a sufficiency 
of labourers, even with good management ; but I have never heard of or 
seen such a property, and will thank any gentleman to point out one.’ 

Bririsu Sussects 1x Suavery in Cusa,—A mecting was 
held atthe Court House, Halfway Tree, on Wednesday, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration what steps could be adopted for relieving our 
fellow subjects in Cuba from the state of slavery in which they are kept in 
that island. 

The Hon. the Custos was called to the chair, who briefly stated the ob- 
ject of the meeting, observing that he was happy he had been called upon 
to preside on the present occasion. He had heard that British subjects 
had been taken-from the Bahamas and other places, and carried to Cuba, 
wherd they are now kept in slavery. He had also heard from one of his 
own servants that-some of their fellow subjects were at this moment in 
that condition. He had no. doubt there were some gentlemen prepared to 
offer resolutions expressive.of their opinion on the subject. 

‘Baton Kettelheldt followed very energetically on the same side. He 
said fe knew that there were at this moment from five thousand to six 
thousand -persons, British subjects, in Cuba, There were some at Ma- 
tanzas, some et Baracoa, and others in the mines which were worked by 
British capital. He did not doubt the press would be loud and unanimous 
om, the subject ; he did not doubt the disapprobation of the people would 
be expressed from one side of the island to the other. He trusted, how- 
ever, St. Andrew’s would take the.lead in calling the attention of the Go- 
vernment to the matter. It was the first parish which came forward to 
propose the abandonment of the apprenticeship. He hoped, therefore, 
they would agree to the resolutions he had to propose. 

’“@ Mr. Daly thought the object of the meeting a very praiseworthy and 
“desirable one; but, before they proceeded to pass any resolutions, he 
thought some ‘facts "ought to be Jaid before the meeting, to satisfy them 
that there were some of our fellow subjects in slavery in Cuba. 

The Custos explained that he bad every reason to believe that there 
were’ British-subjects in slavery at this moment in Cuba. His informant 
was @ man that could be relied on. 

The Baron Kettelboldt said he knew nineteen persons belonging to the 
parish of St. David, who were taken to Cuba and detaiued there in slavery, 
and — were others from other parts of the island. This could be 
prove 

The following are the resolutions which were agreed to :— 

Resolved, 1.—That it is matter of notoriety that, in the neighbouring 





island of’ Cuba, where tropical staples are cultivated by the labour of |, 


slaves, to the great prejudice of our emancipated colonies, vast numbers of 
persons:forming the. stirs: snouts scene of extensive iesaedie 


7 sg 3 
principally from the Bahamas, but amongst whom it is believed there aia 
various individuals from our own, 48 Well as other parishes of the island 
born under the British flag, and entitled to British protection, are. nevers 
theless held in slavery, in defiance of the provisions of the Act 46Geo. 3, 
cap. 52, sec. 1, which declares the freedom or forfeiture of such persons ta 
the Crown, if previously of servile condition, by the mere fact of, their 
embarkation on British waters, with the intent ‘of ig ¥en to a 
foreign possession. 
2.—That the cause of humanity and the prosperity of the British West 

indies, now suffering so severely from the dearth of agricultural labour, 
are equally interested in the immediate restoration of this class of persons 
to their freedom ; and her Majesty’s Government having.a manifest 
to demand such restoration, that a memorial embodying the | 
of these resolutions, and beseeching her Majesty’s intervention in 
of her oppressed subjects so long deprived of their freedom, be p1 
and transmitted to her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, for presen- 
tation to her Majesty. 

3.—That the press of this island, and the influential newspapers in 
Great Britain, be earnestly requested to lend their powerful aid, hy calling 
the attention of the British Government, and the British public, to the 
case of these unfortunate people, who have been so long deprived of their 
liberty and rights as British subjects, or of rights to which they havea 
claim on the faith of solemn national treaties. 

4.—That the two members for the parish, the Baron Kettelhods, 
and W. W. Anderson, Esquire, be a deputation to present the memorial 
now adopted to His Excellency the Governor, to be forwarded to Her 
Majesty in the usual manner.— Morning Journal. 





Toxsaco,—The ordinary operations of caneholing, manuring, 
and planting, are being prosecuted with all diligence, and a good extent 
of land is already opened and considerable portions of it planted. 

On the whole there can be no doubt that the prospects of Tobago are 
at this time more cheering than they have been since the ending of the 
apprenticeship-in 1828 ; and, as the improvement has been gradual, there 
is the more hope that it will prove permanent.—Tobago Chronicle. 


Foreign Entelligence. 


Unirep Sratrrs.— Extract of a letter from Lewis Tappan 
to Joseph Sturge, dated New York, November 30 :— 

‘‘ The liberty party votes this year have been greatly increased. This 
state gave nearly 17,000 ; Massachusetts nearly 10,000, &c.. I think this 
party will include nearly all the-voting abolitionists in the country, with 
the exception of those who belong to the Garrison school. The sooner 
abolitionists are ranged under these several banners, the better, I think ; 
and then it will not be necessary to keep up the old organizations. In- 
stead of having meetings of the societies, we can have conventions occa- 
sionally for specific objects. Congress will assemble next Monday. “The 
Texas question is already assuming an important place—it is the topic of 
the day. The administration paper, the Madisonian, has been for several 
months advocating the annexation of Texas to the United States, and 
papers of lesser importance have been discussing the question. Those 
called administration papers have gencrally advocated the annexation. 
The New York Evening Post, one of the leading democratic papers of the 
country, took open ground, not long ago, against the annexation. i 
paper has been friendly to Mr. Van Buren, the late president, wha, if, 
been supposed, is favourable to the annexation; certainly so, if wi Sree 








such views he could secure a re-election. Other leading 
cussing the subject ; their correspondents at Washington fill their letters 
with reasons for and against the measure, and it is very evident that the 
discussion increases in interest. It is confidently said that Mr. Tyler will 
recommend in his forthcoming message the annexation, or ething 
leading to it. A short time since it was rumoured that the Briti Go- 
vernment were in treaty with General Houston, President of Texas, and 
that it had been proposed to him to make Texas a colony of Great Britain, 
himself to be governor-general, with a title, and large income. “This 
seemingly absurd story found many believers; and the newspapers favour- 
able to. annexation availed themselves of the rumour, to inGame 
minds of the people in the United States pact Great Britain ‘on 
count of the supposed insidious attempts to h Texas altoge " I 
the United States, and make the country a colony to he e! iden 
Houston has, I perceive, found it necessary to come nC 
deny the truth of the rumour. We expect a fierce battle in Cong 
the subject during the approaching session, and a warm discuss! 
throughout the country. What the issue will be is known only to Him 
who sitteth on the circle of the heavens, and in whose sight r cosa 
grasshoppers. It is said to-day that Great Britain has recently 
demand of the Texan Goyernment for a psge sa, the amount qe an 
due to her subjects, The Courier and Bn iquirer of Piss Be 
most decided in its hostility to the anti-s map ero 
interests of Henry Clay, the Whig candidate didate for the 
leading editorial article of yesterday, ridicules the ica of of” 
This paper has warmly advocated annexation, but now says that 
is past, and concludes the article in these words:—‘ Th exation, 
Texas to the United States is utterly impossible, for two good wo Ss 
cient reasons; viz.,—lst, Because Texas would not now consen t to’ it. 
2nd, Because the great majority of the people at the North holt m 
give their sanction to the extension of the slave territory of. he Union,’ ”’ 
Fugitive Suaves.—The lower branch of the Legislature 
Vermont has ordered to a third reading, bya vote of | ‘wo to 5 “i, 
with reference to the reclaiming of fugitive slaves; provi | 
no judge or other magistrate shall take cognizance of bird § pay: 
the act of Congress of 1793. 2nd. That no sheriff, gaoler, or th fs 
_or citizen of Vermont, shall seize, detain, or imprison any DERNOR. a 
as aslave. 3rd. That no officer or citizen of Vermont shal ~ a 
porting from the state any person claimed asaslave. 4th. 
for violation of either of these provisions Si a fine of 1,000 dollars, or 
‘confinement in the state prison five years.— Times. 


Triat ror Wuirrineg a Suave 70 Dear —An indivic 
named Lamb, was tried last week at 'Chavlaton, S.C. 
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dred and ‘lashes, well laid on, in the space of about twenty-four 
hours, from the effects of which the slave soon after died. The jury 
found him “‘ not.guilty,”’ to the surprise of every one.—Emancipator. 
Tue Crxctinnati Rergaters any O’Connety’s Appress.— 
Last July; at a great gathering at the Court-house, under the’ presiding 
of Richard M. Johnson, a series of resolutions were passed by 
berate berating O’ Connell in set terms for his denunciation of negro 
slavery. Not content with this, an extra series, concocted by David T. 
, intended, doubtless, to awe the ‘‘ Liberator’’ into silence on the 
of slavery, was also adopted, with great gusto. And to instruct 
jell in his duty on the subject, a committee, headed by the above 
named gentleman, was appointed, to prepare a letter to the Loyal Repeal 
Association of Ireland. The letter was the production of Mr. Disney ; it 
supposed, we presume, that, from his profound acquaintance with 
the whole subject of American slsvery, no one was so well qualified to play 
the part of tutor to O’Connell! The letter was sent ;. time passed ; and we 
suppose the argufier for American slavery imagined that he had done the 
business. But the Britannia is the bearer of news calculated to disturb 
such self-complacenty. Daniel O’Connell himself prepares a letter in 
, and sends it to Cincinnati, to be read by our Repeal Association. 
And such a letter! But we must not anticipate. Last Tuesday night the 
Association met to hear both letters, the apology and the anathema of 
slavery.’ The Court-house was full. When we reached there the se- 
cretary was reading O’Connell’s letter. The first thing we remarked was 
the disposition of the people to applaud the sentiments of the writer. It 
was a scathing letter; but its severest objurgation of recreant Irishmen 
was listened to with profound attention and respect, while its denun- 


‘eiations of slavery were frequently cheered. The portion of it justi- 


fying, by the argumentum ad hominem, the escaping slave in seizing a 
horse or boat to aid his flight, was applauded by shouts of laughter. 
The character of the Cincinnati apology for slavery we could only gather 
from extracts quoted in O’Connell’s letter. The countenance of the 
apologist bespoke any thing but picasure under the scorching rebuke of 
the Liberator. Suffice it to say, O’Connell obtained a victory. Not a 
soul in that house dared breathe upon his fair fame. One man under- 
took, in a tone of complaint, to repeat certain epithets applied by O’Con- 
nell last summer to the apologists of slavery, but sticks began to rattle, and 
onetoud and long continued ‘‘ hurrah for O’Connell,’’ mingled with hisses, 
warned the unlucky wight that he had perpetrated a blunder. And 
David T. Disney, he who had forged thunderbolts a few months since to 
blast the Liberator, and in return had been impaled for his presumption, 
now came forward with an offering of sweet incense to Mr. O’Connell. 
He introduced a series of resolutions, which, with a single, soft exception, 
hidden in a short clause of one of them, were exceedingly complimentary 
to that gentleman, and full to overflowing of zeal in behalf of old Ireland. 
They were passed by acclamation, and the Association then proceeded to 
raise funds in aid of the cause. This extraordinary letter of Mr. O’Con. 
nell will be sought after with anxiety.— Philanthropist. 
Tue Trav or Rev. Owen Lovesoy.—On the indictment for 
comforting Nancy and Agnes, reported to be slaves belonging to ‘‘ some 
n in some state or territory unknown,” came off at the term of the 
Circuit Court held-in Bureau Co., in the first and second weeks of the 
present month. Mr. Lovejoy was fully acquitted by the jury of the 
1 . The court-house was crowded, and very many were present 
and heard a genuine abolition speech, who never could have been induced 
to hear one on any other occasion. Great good has grown out of this 
trial: most effectually the Lord made the wrath of man to praise him.— 
Western Citizen. ‘ 
Texas.—Annexation.—We find the following passage in a 
letter from Washington published in the Boston Mail :-— 
‘*] have it from no doubtful authority that Messrs. Spencer and Up- 
shur have had some hard words between themselves, since the first blow 
n the subject of annexation. They met casually in one of the depart- 
ments ; and the subject of the message coming up, the question of annex- 
Texas was warmly discussed. Upshur called Spencer an ‘ Aboli- 
tionist,’ to which the latter retorted, that Upshur was a ‘ cringing 
sycophant.’ This raised the southern blood, and I know not what would 
have been the consequence if the meeting had not at this crisis been acci- 
dentally broken up. They parted, looking daggers at each other, but 
a * 5 J 
he following letter of Judge Jay, on the same subject, appears in the 
berty Press :— ‘“* Bedford, Oct. 21st, 1843. 
““My Dear Sin,—I sent a letter to you yesterday, and I did not ex- 
pect to write you again for a long time; but my heart is heavy, and I 
caunot forbear pouring out its grief to you. Recent demonstrations con- 
vince me that the fate of our country depends on the ensuing Congress. 
A mighty effort is to be made to bring Texas into the Union. It that 
rsed republic is received into our bosom, farewell to every hope of 
freeing our country from the plague of slavery. If we remain united— 
which, in that case, God forbid !—slavery may in time be extended from 
to Panama. Rather than be in union with Texas, let the con- 
federation be shivered. My voice, my efforts, will be for dissolution, if 





S 


Texas be annexed. My dear Sir, the conntry isin great peril. I have a 

large family of beloved children. _1 tremble at the misery to be brought 

upon them, and upon my fellow citizens generally, by this horrible pro- 

ect. We of the North will become the serfs of the slaveholders. And yet 

Ter htion ik in a state of stupor. Our politicians will sacrifice anything 
everything for votes. We shall certainly have a slaveholder for Pre- 
nt, or Van Buren, who is as bad. — * * * 

* «Tf we can keep Texas out for the next two years, all danger will be over, 


’ and the fate of slavery will be sealed. The slaveholders are driven to 


fi a 
pair, and, if necessary, they will tribe high. 1 have no faith in our 
ticians, Nothing ar save end a em sapteition of public 
bois ace 
“#8 God bless you, and save our country ! Once more, farewell. 


* Yours sy 4 eae 
“Gerrit Smith, Esq. ‘ Wiaiam Jay,” 
Cram or rat Th Oe Oe ane Govern- 
‘presented claims of its subjects to land in Texas, emounting to 
venty millions of acres. ‘They are principally Empresario 
















west of the Colorado river ; and the Government of Texas has been noti- 
fied by Capt. Elliot, in accordance with the instructions he has received, 


‘that, unless the facts set forth by these claimants are refuted, or a satisfac- 


tory explanation given, her Majesty’s Government would feel fully autho- 
rised to take the necessary steps to enforce the just claims of those her 
liege subjects. 

With reference to this subject, the editor of the Redlander says :— 


‘This movement on the part of the British Government is somewhat 


strange and singular, to say the least of it. While the frien . 
tion of that power has been apparently cordially extended a fg ove 
between Texas and Mexico, we have been willing to dismiss every j 
doubt that has sometimes arisen regarding its sincerity. But we can no 
longer banish our doubts and fears upon this subject. It‘is too apparent 
that there is some hidden motive, some advantage sought, or some desir- 
able end to be attained, and we fear detrimental to Texas, or this unex- 
pected question would not have been presented at this critical juncture of 
our affairs. At any rate, it cannot be considered in any other light than 
indicative of a mercenary policy on the part of Great Britain, or that the 
friendship of England for Texas is to be remunerated, either by the sacri- 
fice of a portion of her territory for British colonisation, or perhaps by a 
submission to the policy of that Government relative to our domestic in- 
stitutions.’””"—Morning Herald. 





Surixam.—Some miscreants, in the end of October, stole into 
Mr. Schenley’s stables, and poisoned two valuable horses of his. The 
brutes died in extreme agony, one within a few hours of the other. Not 
improbably it was at the instigation of some debased horse-dealer, taking 
advantage of the rage of the planters, and gecking therefrom a ready sale 
for his animals, ‘that this inhuman atrocity was perpetrated. A reward 
of 1,000 guilders had been offered for the discovery of the poisoner of the 
horses, by the Governor, we presume. If a slave gave the information 
he was to obtain his freedom. The death of the poor steeds only adds 
romance to the question in dispute, and will strike, more forcibly than 
ever, the minds of the people of England.—Guiana Times. 





Horiaxpv.—A society has been formed at Utrecht, composed of 
several professors of the University, and other notable persons, for in- 
quiring into the condition of the slave population in their colonies, with 
the view of abolishing slavery in the shortest period possible.—Patriot. 





Denmarx.—lIn the St. Christopher's Advertizer we find a 
translation of an official document, from which it appears that his Danish 
majesty is stirring on the subject of slavery. It is a royal decree abo- 
lishing Sunday markets, and prohibiting the slaves from working on that 
day, giving them Saturday instead. Something is said about schools and 
education. Letters from Freiderichsthal state that this announcement was 
made on the 18th of September, the King’s birth-day. ‘‘ To give due 
solemnity to this act, the governor-general had ordered the attendance of 
twelve negroes from every plantation to the respective school-houses, 
where missionaries kept prayers, and encouraged them to thanksgivings 
towards God, the King, and their masters.” This is nothing better than 
trifling with a great subject. What amuses us most, however, is, that as 
if ashamed of the name s/ave, his merciful majesty calls these wretched 
victims by a new name—“ the unfree.”’ 


Swepen.—The King of Sweden has directed a plan to be laid 
before the assembly of the estates for the emancipation of the slaves in 
St. Bartholomew’s, whose number is 565, and whose estimated value is 
100,000 dollars.—U. S. Liberator. 








DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Tue following contributions have been received since our last list 
was published, and are hereby gratefully acknowledged :— 


Kendal Ladies’ Auxiliary Society..........0+.. 6 0 
Cockermouth—Fletcher, J. W. (two years) ..... 
Maidstone—Friends at ......c0cccecscesseeee 4 6 
WE OPNOMROT aN Dis io Si dv evicc cs cc aveccescusee) BO 
Dublin—Bewley, Joseph... ... cs cccccccccvecce 
Bedford—Langley, Miss ........c0cessseeeees 
Falmouth Ladies’ Auxiliary Society........+.60 ——— 
Jamaica—Mount Charles congregation.......... 7 510 
Waldensia Baptist church.. ........cesec00 10 0 0 
Alton—Andrews, Edmund ........c.eeeeecees 
be ee th hh LEE TELE RLET ET Ee 
Bransby, Newton.........ccecceseeseees 
Bell, Misses S. S. and E.......c0:.000000 ———— 
Coley Be Tio ie c i es ot cede ceesiee ta ve 
Crowley, Henty. oi... ccceescccc cessed 
Crowley, Abraham... .......0eececscesces 
Curtis, Willinit .. 6. 0c ccc ks cccecc cg cece 2 0 0 
Curtis, William, jun.............cceee00. 0810 0 
FoR WUIOM 6 occ ks cece celvescs ce ecceess 
UMM BG 0s 5 666s hb 6 hein sane cu eeay 8b008 0 5. 6 
Heath, MUMBO oie Welds 3% opis da baits be0% 
ROOM TT A 6s sows eiinb ag me sch ads 
BOW ees Cagis os hei cs be Chek 04 Saws 
Selfe, Sarah sere eee ee eeeese ee ee etes ee ee 
Te RO. oe es i ies Sima del wehbe 
Spicer, J. E. ee meee re ee ee er ee ee eases ee 
Water: Ana... 6aci dads ck Oehwweasacwe 
Belfast—Collected by Master Edward Hamilton.. 1 
Chelmsford—Ladies’ Branch of Anti-Slavery As- 
sociation:....... seer ee se eese ee aese eees 0 
Dartmouth Anti-Slavery Association ..........-° 5 
Exeter—Colleeted by June Henrietta Birkett.... 5 


Subs. 
22 0 
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